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COMMENT

Testicular migration is a complex process (1). In cases where the testicles are not palpable, laparoscopic or
open surgical exploration is necessary to identify the morphology and anatomical locations of the testes, vas defer-
ens and testicular vessels and thus select the most appropriate surgical technique to avoid testicular damage (2).
Most orchidopexies can be performed through inguinal or even scrotal access. Laparoscopy is often used to diag-
nose non-palpable testes, by assessing testicular position if the testes are atrophic or absent. Laparoscopy allows
simultaneous performance of orchidopexy with high success rates. Two-stage Fowler-Stephens surgery is one of the
surgical options to treat high abdominal undescended testis (3).

In the present paper of Moahmed and collegues (4) the authors assessed outcomes of staged Fowler-Ste-
phens orchidopexy (FSO) in management of intra-abdominal testes (IAT) and concluded that atrophy rates after
staged FSO ranged from 11 % to 37 % across 6 paediatric surgery tertiary centres in the UK. Atrophy rates are higher
than expected and a prospective study is warranted to compare FSO with alternative operative techniques such as
gubernaculum-sparing and traction orchidopexy.
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