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COMMENT

The high abdominal undescended testis is a challenging situation in pediatric urology. The surgery 
to put the testicle in the scrotal region without harming its vascularization is very important for the treat-
ment of these cases. Fowler-Stephens surgery performed in two times is the best strategy to preservation 
of vascular supply to the testis. In this important paper the authors shows the benefits of performing open 
versus laparoscopic gubernaculum-sparing second-stage Fowler-Stephens orchiopexy (FSO).  The guber-
naculum is the most important structure in the inguinoscrotal stage of testicular migration (1, 2). The kno-
wledge of testicular and gubernaculum vascular anatomy is a key point in this procedure (3). In this paper 
the authors retrospectively studied a cohort of patients who underwent laparoscopic first-stage FSO and 
open versus laparoscopic gubernaculum-sparing second-stage FSO and concluded that the second-stage 
gubernaculum-sparing FSO achieved high testicular survival rates and satisfactory testicular positions. 
Neither the open nor laparoscopic approach appeared superior, because the overall testicular survival rates 
and incidence of testicular ascent and other complications were equivalent between both groups.
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