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COMMENT

Ischemic priapism, also called low-flow or ischemic priapism, is associated with decreased venous return 
with vascular stasis, which causes tissue hypoxia. In this type of priapism, venous drainage is delayed. It is usually 
painful due to ischemia. Ischemic priapism is associated with a high risk of fibrosis of the corpora cavernosa and 
impotence (1). In this interesting narrative review from Brazil the authors shows some interesting aspects of the pria-
pism treatment (2) and concluded that the dysfunction of the nitric oxide (NO) and cyclic guanosine monophosphate 
(cGMP) pathway in erectile tissues as a critical mechanism in developing priapism in Sickle cell disease. Pharmaco-
logical treatments should ideally target the pathophysiological basis of the disease. Agents that reduce excess free 
heme in the plasma have emerged as potential therapeutic candidates for priapism treatment.
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